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INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP

THE NETWORKS & LEGACIES OF
OTTAVIANO DE MEDICI

PALAZZO ALBERTI, FLORENCE, 6 NOVEMBER 2026

THE MEDICI ARCHIVE PROJECT, THE GALLERIE DEGLI UFFIZI AND THE KUNSTHISTORISCHES INSTITUT IN FLORENZ -
MAX-PLANCK-INSTITUT (KHI) A RE PARTNERING ON A BROADER RESEARCH INITIATIVE DEDICATED TO OTTAVIANO DE MEDICI
(1484-1546), A CRUCIAL YET STILL OVERLOOKED FIGURE IN THE POLITICAL AND CULTURAL MILIEU OF EARLY SIXTEENTH-CENTURY
FLORENCE. THIS OVERARCHING PROJECT IS CONNECTED TO THE EXHIBITION ON OTTAVIANO'S COLLECTION AT THE GALLERIE
DEGLI UFFIZI (FALL 2027).

UNDER THIS AEGIS, THE MEDICI ARCHIVE PROJECT IS ORGANIZING AN INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON 6 NOVEMBER 2026.
CONCEIVED AS A RESEARCH-ORIENTED AND DISCUSSION-DRIVEN EVENT, THIS WORKSHOP WILL BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH
A CONFERENCE AT THE KHI IN FLORENCE.

THE PRINCIPAL GOAL OF THIS WORKSHOP IS TO REASSESS THE BREADTH AND GRAVITAS OF OTTAVIANO DE MEDICI'S POLITICAL,
ECONOMIC, FAMILIAL, ARTISTIC, AND INTELLECTUAL NETWORKS. PARTICULAR ATTENTION WILL BE PAID TO HIS RELATIONS WITH
MEMBERS OF THE MEDICI ESTABLISHMENT—INCLUDING, LEO X, CLEMENT VI, IPPOLITO, ALESSANDRO, COSIMO, AND
CATHERINE—AS WELL AS WITH ALL THOSE FIGURES THAT GRAVITATED AROUND EPICENTERS OF DISSENT AND ANTI-MEDICI TENETS.
HIS ROLE AS BROKER IN BETWEEN CONSTITUENCIES, COLLECTIONS, FACTIONS, GENERATIONS, AND TRADITIONS WILL ALSO BE
EXAMINED. ANOTHER GOAL OF THIS WORKSHOP IS TO BETTER VISUALIZE THE EXTENT TO WHICH OTTAVIANO'S CONTRIBUTIONS
HAVE SHAPED THE CULTURAL PATTERNS AND POLITICAL TRAJECTORIES OF THE MEDICI PRINCIPATE. FINALLY, EQUAL IMPORTANCE
WILL BE GIVEN TO MAPPING OUT OTTAVIANO'S ARCHIVAL LEGACY, WHICH IS STILL PATCHY AND IMPRESSIONISTIC.

THE ORGANIZERS INVITE PROPOSALS FOR 20-MINUTE PAPERS, IN ENGLISH OR ITALIAN, THAT PRESENT NEW, UNPUBLISHED, AND
INNOVATIVE RESEARCH. CONTRIBUTIONS MAY ADDRESS A RANGE OF TOPICS, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

« DIPLOMATIC STRATEGIES AND GIFT-GIVING CULTURE

« COLLECTING PATTERNS AND DISPLAY

« OTTAVIANO'S ARTISTS AND SITES

« ANTI-MEDICI ALLEGIANCES AND MEDICI PARTISANSHIP
« OTTAVIANO AND HIS FAMILIAL NETWORKS

« COURT ENGAGEMENT AND TRANSREGIONAL TRAJECTORIES
 HUMANIST AND POST-HUMANIST DISCOURSE

« MEDICI AND FARNESE PAPACIES

« OTTAVIANO AFTER OTTAVIANO

« MERCANTILE ACTIVITY AND CULTURAL BROKERAGE

« MATERIAL CULTURE AND ANTIQUARIAN PRACTICES

DATE AND VENUE: THE MEDICI ARCHIVE PROJECT, PALAZZO ALBERTI, VIA DE' BENCI 10, FLORENCE, 6 NOVEMBER 2026.
SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS: PLEASE SEND A SINGLE PDF INCLUDING TITLE AND ABSTRACT (MAX. 250 WORDS) AND A SHORT BIO
(MAX. 100 WORDS) BY 15 JULY 2026 TO: EDUCATION@MEDICI.ORG

SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY 1 AUGUST 2026.

PUBLICATION: SELECTED PAPERS WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION IN AN EDITED VOLUME IN THE MEDICI ARCHIVE PROJECT
SERIES }I;BEJ’OLS/HARVEY MILLER).
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