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The Medici and the
Perception of June 2
Sub-Saharan Africa

Introduction: Finding Africa in the Medici Archives
ALESSIO ASSONITIS (The Medici Archive Project)

Cosimo de’ Medici and the Miracle of the Black Leg, ca. 1430 - 1455
SCOTT NETHERSOLE (The Courtauld Institute of Art)

“Anno fatto unaimpresa grossa per il paexe di Ghinea contro a nostro voglia.”
Lorenzo de’ Medici and the Voyage to Guinea, 1474 -75
FRANCESCO GUIDI BRUSCOLI (Universita degli Studi di Firenze)

An African Christian Community in Early Sixteenth-Century Rome:
Santo Stefano under the Medici Popes Leo X and Clement VI
SAMANTHA KELLY (Rutgers University)

Clothing and Cross-Cultural Perspectives at the Medici Court, 1550 - 1650
LIZZY CURRIE (Royal College of Art)

The European Lives of African Artifacts:
Cosimo I's Acquisition of Two Kongolese Oliphants
KATE LOWE (Queen Mary University of London)

“Animali crudelissimi?” Princely Power, Animal Encounters,
and the Medici’s Benin Export Spoons
INGRID GREENFIELD (Villa | Tatti, Harvard University)

The Medici and Sub-Saharan Animals
SARAH COCKRAM (University of Edinburgh)
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The Medici and the
Perception of June 3
Sub-Saharan Africa

Maps of Africa at the Medici Court in the sixteenth Century
FRANCESCA FIORANI (University of Virginia)

Africa’s Indian Ocean shore: Ivory, Gold, and
Late Renaissance Tuscany’s Imagination of East Africa
BRIAN BERGE (Syracuse University)

New Pathways of Pain: Medici Perceptions of West Africans
in Trans-Saharan and Mediterranean Slavery
BRIAN SANDBERG (Northern Illinois University)

Between Africa and Isalm: Slaves in Early Modern Florence
JUSTINE WALDEN (University of Toronto)

Eunuchs in the Medici Court: The Early Modern Trafficking
of Enslaved West Africans between Sicily and Florence
LORI DE LUCIA (Boston University)

Blackness and Buffoonery: Giovannino Buonaccorsi
as Jester Figure at the Medici Court
EMILY WILBOURNE (Queens College and the Graduate Center, CUNY)

Public Audience: The Sources, Meaning and Impact of the
African Figure in the Frescoed Architecture of Palazzo Pitti
PAUL KAPLAN (Purchase College, SUNY)
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